MAYFLOWER COMPACT 171620
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GOVERNOR BRADFORD’S COPY OF THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT

Preserved in his handwriting in his History of Plymouth Plantation,

OVER 300 YEARS AGO!
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N the Name of God, Amem. We whole Names Thie war i
are under-written, the Loyl Subje@s of our dread {r“.:'m
Soveraign Lord King Fames, by the grace ot God of m of i
Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the T°0*™
Faith, ¢re. Huving undertaken for the glory of God,
and advancement of the Chriftian Faith, and the Ho-
nour of our K .ng and Countrey, a Voyage to plantthe
firft Colony in the Northern parts of Prrginia 5 Do by
thefe Prelcnts folemnly and mutually, in the prefence of
God and one another; Covenant and Combine our
fclves together into a Civil Body Politick, for our better
ordering and prefervation, and furcherance of the ends
sforefuid : and by virtue hereof do ena&, conftitute and
frame fuch juft and equal Laws, O dinances, Ats, Con-
flicusions and Officers, from ume eb time, as fhall be
thought moft meet and convenicnt for the general good
of the Colony 5 unto which we promife all due fobmmi-
fion and obedicnce.  In witnefs whereof we have here.
unto fubfcribed our Names at Cape Cod, the cleventhof
November , in the Reign of our Soveraign Lord King
fames, of England, France and Ircland the e ghteenth,
and of Scorland the fitty fourth, 4nme Dom, 1620.

7ohn Caruer, Samucl Fuller. Edward T:'ly.
william Bradford.  Chriftopher Martin, Fohm Tilly.

Edwardprinflow, 31l am Msllins,  Francis Cook,
1villam Brewfier,  Miliiam white, T tomas Rovers,
Ifaac Allerton, Richard wasren.  Thomas Tinker.
Miles Standsfp, Fobn Howland. fohn Ridgdate,

Seeven Hopking, Edward Eniler,
fobn Turner, Digery Pricft. Richard Clark,
Francis Eaton, T honsgkwilliams.  Richard Gardiner,
Fames Chilton, Cilbert winflow, Fobm Allerton,
7bx Craxtom, Edmond Margefon, T homas Englifs,
72bn Billington,  Peter Brown. Edward Doten.
Jofes Fleecher. Richard Birteridge.  Edward Licfter.
Fobn Goodman, George Somle.

The "Compact", with the sigrers, as first
rrirted in "iortor's nemorial" at Carbridge,
Nass., in 1862, an official nublicatior of the
Plyrcuth Colory. The order of signirg the orig-
inal manuscript is rot krown.
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ABOVE ARE THE KNOWN SIGNATURES OF SOME OF THE SIGNERS

EXPLANATORY NOTES

A small ship, —the “ Speedwell,” — of some sixty tons burden, was
bought and fitted out in Holland, and early in July those who were ready
for the formidable voyage, being “the youngest and strongest part,” left
Leyden for embarkation at Delft-Haven, nearly twenty miles to the south-
ward,—sad at the parting, “but,” says Bradford, “they knew that they
were pilgrims.” About the middle of the second week of the month the
vesscl sailed for Southampton, England. On the arrival there, they found
the “ Mayflower,” a ship of about one hundred and eighty tons burden,
which had becn hired in London, awaiting them with their fellow-passen-
gers, — partly laborers employed by the merchants, partly Englishmen
like-minded with themselves, who were disposed to join the colony. Mr.
Weston, also, was there, to represent the merchants; but when discus-
sion arose about the terms of the contract, he went off in anger, leaving
the contract unsigned and the arrangements so incomplete that the Pil-
grims were forced to dispose of sixty pounds’ worth of their not abundant
stock of provisions to meet absolutely necessary charges.

The ships, with perhaps one hundred and twenty passengers, put to sea
about August 5/15, with hopes of the colony being well settled before
winter; but the “Speedwell ” was soon pronounced too leaky to proceed

) T without being overhauled, and so both ships put in at Dartmouth, after
i eight days’ sail. Repairs were made, and before the end of another week
i R they started again; but when above a hundred leagues beyond Land’s End,

Reynolds, the master of the “ Speedwel.,” declared her in imminent danger

of sinking, so that both ships again put about. On reaching Plymouth
Harbor it was decided to abandon the smaller vessel, and thus to send back
those of the company whom such a succession of mishaps had disheart-
ened. Those who withdrew were chiefly such as from their own weakness
or from the weakness of their families were likely to be least useful in the
hard labor of colonization; the most conspicuous desertion was that of
Cushman, smarting under criticism and despairing of success. The unex-
pected parting between those who disembarked and those who crowded
into the “ Mayflower ” was sad enough. It was not known till later that the
alarm over the “ Speedwell's ” condition was owing to deception practised
by the master and crew, who repented of their bargain to remain a year
with the colony, and took this means of dissolving it.

At length, on Wednesday, September 6/16, the “ Mayflower ” left Plym-
outh, and nine weeks from the following day, on November 9/19, sighted
the eastern coast of the flat, but at that time well-wooded, shores of Cape
Cod. She took from Plymouth one hundred and two passengers, besides
the master and crew; on the voyage one man-servant died and one child
was born, making 102 (73 males and 29 females) who reached their des-
tination. Of these, the colony proper consisted of 34 adult males, 18 of
them accompanied by their wives and 14 by minor children (20 boys and 8
girls); besides these, there were 3 maid-servants and 19 men-servants,
sailors, and craftsmen, — 5 of them only half-grown boys, — who were hired

for temporary service.



