April 2007

The Mayflower Voyage & Hollywood
Facts & Fiction
Spring Luncheon Program
(Join us for a Film Clip and Panel Discussion)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Governor’s Message
New Members
Kevin Stonerock
Tidbits from the Past
Mayflower II
Words of War Book
In Memoriam
Children’s Corner

2
4
5
5
6
6
7
7

Spring Member Meeting
Saturday
April 21, 2007
Noon
Woodstock County Club
The Mayflower
Voyage & Hollywood
Facts & Fiction

A movie clip from “The Plymouth
Adventure” will be shown at the
spring luncheon meeting. This
movie was made in 1952 and stars
Spencer Tracy, Gene Tierney, Van
Johnson and Lloyd Bridges. See if
you can spot some errors in this
movie regarding the Pilgrims and
their experiences. An award will
be given to the table that spots the
most inaccuracies in the film. A
panel consisting of Dick Gould,
Marilyn Phillips, Katherine Lerch,
Graham Morey and Jane Stigleman will discuss the movie. See if
you can spot more inaccuracies in
the film than they do!

Menu for the Noon
luncheon buffet will include mixed greens
salad, fresh fruit, rolls/
butter, chicken pot
pie, burgundy beef tips, mashed potatoes, green beans and assorted
desserts. Cost of the spring luncheon
will be $25 for adults or $10 for children 10 years of age and under. Prepaid reservations are due by Thursday, April 19 and can be mailed to
Jane Moore, 8025 E 82nd St, Indianapolis, IN 46240-2303. Cancellations
are required by April 19 and can be
made by contacting Jane Moore,
317-255-9527 or moorein7@aol.com.

Tales of a New England Boyhood
Submitted by Don Hattin
Mayflower member Don Hattin has recently published a new book, Tales of a New
England Boyhood. Cost is $24. With humor, sensitivity, and a keen sense of history, Don
Hattin transports the reader back in time to Scituate, Massachusetts as it was during the
Great Depression and World War II. He introduces family members, gives a tour of his
home, and describes the barn which was the setting for much youthful mischief. Next, stories of Hatherly School, its teachers, and its activities, are related in vivid detail. Don entertains with accounts of construction efforts: a “train,” playhouse, pirate “ship,” underground hideout, tree houses, a boat, and two chicken coops. He acquaints us with several
neighborhood characters: “Jere” Ainslie, whose small store featured genuine “penny”
candy; “Lonnie” Pratt, hardware clerk at Seavern’s Store; “Hymie” Cohen, the ragman;
Eloise Curtis, bakeshop entrepreneur; Louis Haartz, hopeful builder of the sloop Rainy
Day; “Pa” Swift, builder of $66.00 backyard swimming pool; and a host of playmates and
teenage buddies. Be sure to check out page 147 that mentions a story about Peggy Soule,
our own Mayflower member, Peggy Turner. World War II is recounted in terms of scrap
drives; food, gasoline, and shoe rationing; coastal defense; volunteer airplane spotters;
emergency training; and air raid drills. Don shares his recollections of work experiences
picking apples, sea mossing, grocery clerking, lobster fishing, and truck gardening. He further enlivens “Tales” with vignettes of secondary school teachers, classroom hijinks, athletic misfires, and graduation, among others. The book concludes with his departure for
college, where he soon turned eighteen, thus ending a boyhood filled with lively action,
lasting friendships and happy memories. Don will bring his book to the April luncheon and
will be available for book signings. All profit from sales of Don’s book will be donated to
the Scholarship Fund.
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Governor’s Message
By Robert Marr, Jr.—Indiana Society Governor
Dear Fellow Members,
The old adage “In like a lion, out like a lamb” certainly held true this March. Spring made a dramatic entrance,
and hopefully rescued us all from those late winter blues. April brings us the opportunity to gather again at our
“Spring Member Luncheon Meeting” at Woodstock Club in Indianapolis, on Saturday, April 21. Our brief
business meeting will include the announcement of this year’s Scholarship winners, followed by a delicious
lunch and an entertaining, thought provoking program. We have a great film clip of the Mayflower voyage
(starring Spencer Tracey, Gene Tierney, Lloyd Bridges and other notables) to view and discuss. Afterwards,
our discussion panel will field questions and comments from us regarding the film’s historical inconsistencies
vs. areas portrayed well. Our discussions in the past have proved to be very interesting and enjoyable, and we
are sure the same will be true of this program. We hope you will plan to attend.
Those who attended our Fall Member Meeting, last November, had the opportunity to see a presentation by our
own Indiana Society of Mayflower Descendants sponsored “Pilgrim”. Historical character actor, Kevin
Stonerock, portrayed Pilgrim Stephen Hopkins and impressed us all with his knowledge of the subject and ability to make the time period, challenges, and personal motivations come to life for the audience. Kevin has presented our program to several schools already, with rave reviews from teachers and students! Our Society is
making it a goal to get this program in front of as many children as possible. Given the way school curriculum
is structured for the State of Indiana, we have determined that our initial focus should be on the 5th Grade. Our
program qualifies to meet several of the educational criteria established for the 5th Grade age group, and therefore should be well received by the school administrations. Even though we are focused on the 5th Grade,
Kevin is willing and able to adjust the presentation to any age group, and feels middle school age is especially
very receptive. All schools, including middle schools, are very intent on concentrating on ISTEP performance.
Consequently, any program perceived as peripheral, no matter how good or educational, is generally passed by
in favor of time spent on “core” material. We would much appreciate any help any of you can lend with regard
to getting Kevin, and the program, introduced to your school administrators and/or teachers. Please visit
Kevin’s website at www.kevinstonerock.com Questions or comments can be directed to Kevin through his
website, or to me at robertm@veritasrealty.com Your Board of Assistants has determined that, during school
year 2008, our organization would like to fund 50% of the cost of each Pilgrim presentation to Indiana school
children. This will amount to $150.00 per program. If you agree that helping school children understand the
true history of your ancestors, and the values that created this great Country, is a worthy goal, we would much
appreciate your financial support. Please send your tax-deductible contribution (in any amount) made out to
Indiana Mayflower Society to: Robert Marr
13300 Six Points Rd
Carmel, IN 46032
We will contact any school(s) that you specify, in an effort to present the program to a school of your choice.
Providing names of teachers and/or administrators is helpful, but not necessary. If the school is not receptive,
we will use and acknowledge your gift to another school and group of children. Your Board of Assistants
thanks you for your consideration, and hopes you agree that this is an extremely important project.
I hope to see you all at the Spring Luncheon Meeting.
Best regards,

Robert Marr
Governor, Indiana Society of Mayflower Descendants
Announcement: Doris Austin has recently resigned as Mayflower Board Member. If you are interested in serving on the Board, please contact Sarah Weddle, pweddle@svs.net or 317-392-3907.

November 18, 2006 Thanksgiving Luncheon
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Treasurer Graham Morey shares about the Mayflower
National Board of Assistants Meeting held in September
2006 in Denver which he attended. He is wearing his
Mayflower tie.

A pewter plate was auctioned and Laura Stocker was the
lucky winner. Her Mayflower ancestor is Richard Warren.
Mayflower member Sarah Weddle is at right in jacket..

Seated: Marguerite Deckert, Linda McGlothlin,
Amanda and Jon Cash
Standing: Martin and Karen Mitchell

Jack Buck was the high bidder for the Mayflower bookends.
His Mayflower ancestors include John Alden, William
Brewster, Edward Doty and William Mullins.

Left to right: Carolyn Rowe, Judith Shunot, Paige
Newhouse, Bonnie Ann Weddle, Elizabeth Fleming,
Sarah Fleming, Dr. John Fleming

Gary Rutherford was the winner of the Mayflower print. Mr.
Rutherford’s Mayflower ancestors include John Howland,
John Tilley and Richard Warren.

Karen Mitchell, Janice Swartz, Kathryn Lerch
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New Members October 2006 through April 2007
From Historian Lynne Orvis
Ancestor: BRADFORD
Timothy A. Burk
Martinsville, IN
Approved: 28 Dec 2006
Roger Paul Jaquess
Evansville, IN
Approved 27 Feb 2007
Shannon Ruth Jaquess
Evansville, IN
Approved 21 Mar 2007
Ancestor: BREWSTER
Therese Anne (Dausch) Vian
Marion, IN
Approved: 16 Oct 2006
Carolyn Louise (Briar) Rowe
Otterbin, IN
Duel Membership with Florida
Approved 13 Nov 2006
Ancestor: CHILTON
Kevin R. Hilderbrand
Brownsburg, IN
Approved 12 Mar 2007

Adam Ward Hilderbrand
Bloomington, IN
Approved 28 Mar 2007
Elyse Nicole Hilderbrand
Bloomington, IN
Approved 28 Mar 2007
Ancestor: COOKE
Elizabeth Marie (Clowes) Slagle
Ft Wayne, IN
Approved 2 Mar 2007
Ancestor: HOWLAND
Degraff Billings Swain
Seymour, IN
Transferred in from Wisconsin
13 Dec 2006
William McDonald Weber, Jr.
Midland, VA
Approved: 17 Jan 2006

Ancestor: SOULE
Sacha Alyse Henderson
Markham, Ontario, Canada
Approved 8 February 2007
Lynda Carole (Brown) Leeper
Mishawaka, IN
Approved 16 Feb 2007
Ancestor: WARREN
Betty Alice (Rutherford) Kuntz
Bloomington, IN
Approved 6 Nov 2006
Helen Adelle (Wheeler) Swain
Seymour, IN
Transferred In from Wisconsin
13 Dec 2006
Ellen Louise (Jenney) Dilk
Indianapolis, IN
Approved: 19 Dec 2006

Ancestor: WHITE
Ancestor: ROGERS
April Mae (Wilbur) Camp
Cynthia Jane Eddy (Irish) Hockins Indianapolis, IN
Goshen, IN
Approved: 19 Dec 2006
Approved 23 Oct 2006

Supplementals Approved
Cynthia (Goss) Johnson
Howard Paul Christiansen

Ancestor Priest
Ancestor Tilley

New Members
Back left to right: Carolyn (Briar) Rowe, Roberta
(Reno) Caito, Margaret (Felton) Blum, Michael
Lawrence Blum, Gary Eugene Rutherford
Front left to right: Victoria Felton Blum, Betty
(Rutherford) Kuntz, Cynthia (Irish) Hockins

Approved 25 Oct 2006
Approved 21 Mar 2007

Door Prize Winner
Governor Robert Marr stands with door prize winner
Teresa Oestrike. Teresa is married to Norman
Oestrike whose Mayflower ancestor is William Bradford. Teresa received a copy of the book Mayflower
by Nathaniel Philbrick.
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Kevin Stonerock portrays Pilgrim
Actor Kevin Stonerock gave an informative program at the November
18, 2006 Thanksgiving luncheon. He portrayed the pilgrim Stephen
Hopkins. He highlighted the voyage on the Mayflower, the Mayflower
Compact and the First Thanksgiving.
On November 28th he performed a first-person living history characterization of a pilgrim from Plymouth Colony in the 1620’s for 3rd, 4th and
5th graders at Crooked Creek Elementary School in Indianapolis. The school used an Indiana Society of Mayflower Descendants grant to help pay for Stonerock’s visit. Kevin has also portrayed a Pilgrim at other elementary schools.
Because he spent time at Plimoth learning about the Pilgrims, he wants his outfit to be authentic. He
has a pattern to make a doublet vest. If you are a seamstress and would like to help sew a vest for
him, please contact Robert Marr, robertm@veritasreality.com.

HELP WANTED!
The Indiana Society of Mayflower Descendants sponsors a scholarship program, which makes substantial awards to applicants whose academic, extracurricular, and community service clearly
places them at the highest levels of personal achievement. A total of 31 college or university-bound
young women or men have received scholarships. Your financial support of this program is earnestly
solicited, and you are urged to send contributions to:
Mr. Graham Denby Morey, Treasurer,
427 Avon Village Pkwy, #212
Avon, IN 46123-8223

Tidbits from the Past
Submitted by Robert Hessong
In April 1894 Joseph Allen Minturn of Indianapolis, a member of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the District of Columbia, wrote to the headquarters of the General Society at Plymouth,
Massachusetts, to inquire into the steps that would be necessary to establish an Indiana State Society. He was informed that a new colony would be chartered upon receipt by the General Society of a
petition signed by 20 Indiana residents whose lineages had been accepted by the Society. With the
help of the historians of several other state societies, Mr. Minturn was able to find nine previously accepted members who resided in Indiana. He then set out to locate other interested Hoosiers who
met the membership qualifications. A considerable time lapse occurred before this goal was
achieved. By the fall of 1915 when the charter application was finally submitted, 35 signatures were
appended to the petition, and the charter was granted on March 21, 1916, almost 22 years after Mr.
Minturn’s original inquiry. (from “A Brief History of the Indiana Society of Mayflower Descendants”)
Our own Mayflower member Robert Hessong called Mr. Minturn’s son, Herbert, “Uncle.” Herbert
married into Robert’s family. When Joseph Allen Minturn died in 1943, his obituary documents him
as the founder and governor-emeritus of the Indiana Society of Mayflower Descendants. An interesting man, Joseph Minturn served as a State Legislator of Indiana, practiced patent law, enlisted in the US Army in 1917 at the age of 55 (yes,
that is correct) at Ft. Benjamin Harrison and served overseas. He
wrote a book about his experiences during WWI called The American
Spirit. He also wrote poetry with his own illustrations.
"Miami Lodge," signed "Minturn-24," and labeled, "The Brown County Home of the Author
Near Jackson's Branch," in Joseph Allen Minturn, Brown County Ballads 30
([Indianapolis], 1928)
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Happy 50th Anniversary Mayflower II
2007 is the year to visit Plymouth, Massachusetts. Join Plimoth Plantation
and the town of Plymouth for a year-long celebration commemorating Mayflower II’s 50th Anniversary. Plan your 2007 visit at www.plimoth.org.
The original Mayflower was a 17th century trading ship which, before her historic voyage, had already seen decades of service in both the wine and Norwegian fishing trades. Guided by the sun, the stars and the expertise of Captain Christopher Jones, the “Saints” (as the Pilgrims called themselves) made
their way across the vast Atlantic in their tiny boat. Today, seeing the Mayflower II, its replica, it is
hard to imagine that 102 men, women and children, with a crew of 25 lived together for two
months at sea. The Mayflower was only 90 feet from stem to stern and 25 feet at her widest
point. (from www.plymouthguide.com)
Be sure to check out the wonderful article about the Mayflower II in the March 2006 Mayflower
Quarterly on page 16.

Words of War: Wartime Memories from America and Abroad Vol. III
Submitted by Kathryn Lerch
In May 2007, the Park Tudor Legacy Initiative of Park Tudor High School in
Indianapolis will publish the third volume in its “Words of War” book series.
“Words of War: Wartime Memories from America and Abroad” is a compilation of oral histories and excerpts from the diaries and letters of soldiers and
their loved ones from the Civil War through World War II.
This anthology presents stories of opposing sides during the Civil War, WWI
and WWII; it details America’s forays into other countries’ affairs during the
Philippine-American War and Mexican Border War, as well as shares stories
by and about African-Americans during the Civil War and WWI respectively.
The Legacy Initiative was established in 2001. Teacher Kathryn Lerch initiated the project in an effort to actively engage Upper School students by providing them with original, unpublished historical documents so they could learn first-hand how to
research and write effectively and connect with their parents’ and grandparents’ by recording oral
histories. A team of student editors gathered, culled and edited the manuscripts under the direction of Mrs. Lerch, a published Civil War historian.
Kathryn Lerch is a member of the Indiana Mayflower Society and will bring copies of this book to
our April luncheon. Cost is $25. ($5 of the $25 cost will be donated to the Mayflower Society's
Scholarship Fund.) Kathryn will be on hand to sign a copy for you.

Hand-written Holiday Greeting from the Indiana State Library:
Please express our gratitude and appreciation to the members of the Indiana Mayflower Society for their
continued generosity and support of the Indiana State Library. We wish all of you a joyous holiday season
and a Happy New Year.
Sincerely,
Diane Sharp
Supervisor, Genealogy Division, Indiana State Library
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In Memoriam
from Lynne M. Orvis, Historian
We have received notification of the deaths of the following members.
Our deep condolences go to the families and friends of each of these Pilgrim “cousins:”
IN 683 Martha E (Petro) Lawson
DOB: 13 Apr 1907 - DOD: 3 Aug 2006
Montgomery, TX
Membership Approved: 7 Feb 1973
Ancestor: Edward Fuller

IN 503 Constance Halliday (Neff) Hulce
DOB: 4 Nov 1925 – DOD: 17 Sep 2006
Indianapolis, IN
Membership Approved 16 Dec 1965
Ancestor: William Brewster

IN 1000 Fern E. (Walker) Dillon
DOB: 21 Aug 1923 - DOD: Dec 7, 2006
Danville, IN
Membership Approved: 21 Jan 1985
Ancestor: John Howland

IN 445 Mardenna (Johnson) Hunter
Indiana Mayflower Historian 1984-1985
DOB: 23 Jun 1910 – DOD: 22 Dec 2006
Indianapolis, IN
Membership Approved: 23 Jul 1962
Ancestor: Edward Fuller

IN 693 Norma J. (Lawson) Van Natter Mohle
DOB: 22 Feb 1936 - DOD: 31 Dec 2006
Conroe, TX
Membership Approved: 6 Aug 1973
Ancestor: Edward Fuller

Card of Thanks
The following received through member Shirley Hilderbrand:
“Please extend our thanks to the Mayflower Association for the book to the State Library in her
memory. She would be most proud and honored by this tribute.”
From the family of Fern Dillon

Children’s Corner – Name these Pilgrim children
Answers on Back of Newsletter
1. My name reminds you of the sea.
2. My name means to think about the past.
3. My name is a kind of fighting.
4. My name means to want something very much.
5. My name means to care a lot about.
6. My name means to never give up.
7. My name means not to be too proud.
8. My name means to never change.

Please update us with any changes in your family’s
status – change of address, change of name or any
deaths. Did you know that if you mail in a copy of
a death certificate or obit to Historian Lynne Orvis
that it will be forwarded to Plymouth and placed in
your family history record?

April 21 Member Meeting

PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO:

September 22 Board Meeting

Lynn Orvis, LynneO@prodigy.net, 317-898-9208
or 1825 Zinnia Dr, Indianapolis, IN 46219-2844

November 17 Member Meeting

2007
September 14-16 National Board
Meeting in Orlando, FL

and
Jane Stigelman, jstig@insightbb.com.
Answers to Children’s Corner
1. Oceanus 2. Remember 3. Wrestling
4. Desire 5. Love 6. Resolved 7. Humility
8. Constanta

Address Correction Requested
Indiana Society of Mayflower Descendants
Linda McGlothlin, Editor
6367 North Parker Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46220
mcglothlinl@stlukesumc.com

